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difference in psychic constitution McDougall attributes the fact that
the Indian had a greater tendency than the Negro to withdraw from
civilizing contact with the European and offered a greater resistance
to the latter's rule, only to perish finally in an unequal struggle. The
American native, characteristically an introvert, accordingly finds it
difficult to adapt himself. The Negro, on the other hand, is the extro-
vert type, the easy-going, plastic, adaptable type of individual. But
even if this criterion is accepted as absolute, the Indian enthusiasts
will not cease to find reasons for believing in the moral superiority of
the aborigines. Did not the latter refuse to labor with the hoe in the
cane fields of the Portuguese, with the superior gesture of Spanish
grandees? Why, they are Spanish grandees by temperament Stern,
unyielding, unadaptable.

The historico-cultural criterion, however, which so often has cor-
rected the psycho-physiologic one in connection with the process of
discriminating among ethnic traits, shows us that the incapacity of
the Amerindians was social and technical rather than biologic or
psychic. Although we should not overlook the psychic indispositions,
the fact looms large that the nomadic character of their economic life
reacted powerfully upon the Indians, rendering them incapable of
sustained agricultural labor; whereas the various African societies out
of which large masses of our slaves came to us were already used to
such labor, as well as to the raising of cattle and the utilization of their
flesh and milk,

One thing, none the less, should be made clear: I am not presuming
to deny the possibility of an advantageous application of a criterion
based upon psychologic types to the task of distinguishing ethnic
traits. The introversion of the Indian, in contrast to the extroversion
of the Negro may be verified at any moment in that ready-waiting
laboratory which is Brazil, by reason of its experiences in this field.
If one contrasts the deportment of Negroid populations such as that
of Bahia-merry, expansive, sociable, loquacious-with that of others
less influenced by Negro blood and more by that of the Indian-the
natives of Piaui, Paraiba, or even Pernambuco-one has the impression
of being among diverse peoples. These latter populations, which are
chiefly to be found in the backlands of the northeast, are gloomy,
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